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We surveyed 13 Finnish and 13 Swedish poinsettia greenhouses in 2006 for Bemisia 
tabaci biotype Q (currently B. tabaci Mediterranean) and determined the biotype 
status of B. tabaci populations with PCR followed by an RFLP assay. We collected 
approximately 100 adult whiteflies from yellow sticky traps or from plants and stored 
them in 80% ethanol until DNA extraction. Total nucleic acids of two to five whiteflies 
per sample were extracted using FTA cards or a modified Chelex method. We showed 
that biotype Q was present in 10 out of 13 whitefly samples from Finnish poinsettia 
greenhouses and in 12 out of the 13 Swedish poinsettia greenhouses sampled. We also 
determined the whitefly biotypes from yellow sticky traps. The common occurrence of 
insecticide-resistance-prone biotype Q whiteflies on poinsettia imported into Finland 
and Sweden, both protected zones for B. tabaci, emphasizes the importance of preserv-
ing the quarantine status of the pest to prevent permanent establishment. Nonetheless, 
the increasing occurrence of a resistance-prone biotype on imported plant material will 
complicate preservation of the protected zone status if solely insecticides are used to 
control the pest.

Introduction

Greenhouses are ecological islands vulnerable 
to invasions of alien species (Kiritani 2006) and 
can serve as stepping stones for alien species to 
invade the outdoor environment (e.g. Vierber-
gen 2002). Two alien polyphagous whitefly spe-
cies inhabit Finnish greenhouses: the greenhouse 
whitefly Trialeurodes vaporariorum (Hemiptera: 
Aleyrodidae), which has occurred here since 
1919 (Vappula 1962), and Bemisia tabaci (Vän-
ninen et al. 2011), currently a quarantine species 
to be eradicated if it enters places of production 
(Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry 2008). 

Modelling suggests, however, that the latter spe-
cies would establish in Finland if its quarantine 
status were to be suspended (J. Heikkilä, MTT 
Agrifood Research Finland, pers. comm.). Previ-
ously, B. tabaci was considered to be a complex 
species consisting of more than 20 biotypes 
(Perring 2001), of which biotypes B and Q 
were the most common and invasive. The most 
recent taxonomy separates B. tabaci into 24 
cryptic species (Dinsdale et al. 2010, De Barro 
et al. 2011). Of these, biotype B (currently B. 
tabaci Middle East–Asia Minor 1, or MEAM1) 
spread globally in 1986–1992 (Bedford et al. 
1994), whereas biotype Q (B. tabaci Mediter-
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ranean, or Med) started spreading within Europe 
in the 1990s (Perring 2001, Rauch & Nauen 
2003), reached other continents in the 2000s 
(e.g. Chu et al. 2006, Ueda & Brown 2006, 
Hsieh et al. 2007, McKenzie et al. 2009, Den-
nehy et al. 2010, Grille et al. 2011), possibly 
due to increasing resistance to neonicotinoids 
and other insecticides (Fernández et al. 2009, 
Dennehy et al. 2010, Luo et al. 2010, Wang et 
al. 2010, Sun et al. 2013). Following its intro-
duction to new areas, B. tabaci Med is replacing 
the previously common B. tabaci MEAM1 (e.g. 
Chu et al. 2010, Pan et al. 2011), and multiple 
introductions from several sources to a particular 
area can contribute to increased genetic diversity 
potentially leading to improved adaptation to 
new environments (Chu et al. 2014).

Up to 20 B. tabaci outbreaks per year 
occurred in Finnish ornamental greenhouses in 
1995–2005, but in 2006–2008 the number of 
outbreaks increased to 50–120 per year (summa-
rized in Heikkilä 2008). This increase prompted 
the need to look into the taxonomic status of 
B. tabaci introduced into Finland and Sweden, 
both countries having official status as protected 
zones from the pest. More frequent introductions 
of pesticide-resistant alien species in ornamen-
tal plants are likely to increase the risk of their 
spreading to greenhouse vegetable crops where 
B. tabaci are considered a risk due to their capac-
ity for vectoring plant viruses (Jones 2003).

Material and methods

We collected whitefly samples from a total of 
26 commercial poinsettia greenhouses in dif-
ferent parts of Finland and Sweden. Inspectors 
of the Finnish Food Safety Authority collected 
whitefly samples in Finland during September–
November 2006 and sent them to MTT Agri-
food Research Finland for biotype determination. 
The Swedish Plant Protection Service provided 
samples from Sweden. The poinsettia cuttings 
with the intercepted B. tabaci had been imported 
to Finland from Denmark, the Netherlands and 
Kenya. In 2008, we obtained additional samples 
of B. tabaci from a Finnish greenhouse where the 
poinsettia plants were imported from Germany.

In 2006, we carried out taxonomic determi-
nations on samples of adult B. tabaci from the 
26 greenhouses either collected from poinsettia 
plants and preserved in 80% ethanol until DNA 
extraction, or on adults collected from yellow 
sticky traps. There were approximately 50 immi-
grant B. tabaci adults from Finland and 50 from 
Sweden. The number of adults was low in most 
greenhouses at the time of sampling due to the 
infestations having only recently begun. The 
sticky traps were sent to MTT, where two to five 
adults, or their parts, were pooled from the traps 
from each greenhouse, removed with an insect 
needle, transferred to a FTA Card (Whatman) 
and crushed on the card with a glass rod. Total 
nucleic acids from two to five B. tabaci adults 
crushed on a FTA Card were purified accord-
ing to the protocol recommended by the manu-
facturer (Whatman). We extracted total nucleic 
acids from two B. tabaci individuals stored in 
80% ethanol using the Chelex method (Walsh 
et al. 1991) modified by De la Rua et al. (2006).

We used primers C1-J-2195 and L2-N-3014 
for the PCR reaction, which amplified a frag-
ment (816 bp) of the mitochondrial cytochrome 
oxidase 1 (mtCO1) gene as described by 
Frohlich et al. (1999). PCR amplification and 
cycling parameters were calculated and per-
formed according to the instructions of puReTaq 
Ready-To-Go PCR beads (GE Healthcare UK 
Limited). The final volume of the PCR mixture 
was 50 µl. For each reaction, 1 µl of each primer 
(40 µM), 45 µl of sterile water and 3 µl of tem-
plate DNA were added to a tube containing a 
PCR bead. For FTA Card samples the amount of 
sterile water was 48 µl. PCR amplification was 
performed using a PTC-200 DNA engine (MJ 
Research, Inc. Watertown, USA). The annealing 
temperature for primers C1J-2195 and L2-N-
3014 was 52 °C, as recommended by Khasdan 
et al. (2005). Aliquots of the PCR products were 
electrophoresed in a 1% agarose gel at 90 V for 
1 h in 1 ¥ Tris-acetate-EDTA buffer (TAE) to 
determine the amplified PCR product. Gels were 
stained with ethidium bromide and viewed under 
UV light.

PCR products amplified with primer pairs 
C1-J-2195 and L2-N-3014 were digested with 
restriction endonuclease (VspI) (Promega) 
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(Khasdan et al. 2005) according to the manufac-
turer’s instructions. Digested PCR products were 
electrophoresed in 1.5% agarose gel at 90 V for 
1 h in 1 ¥ TAE buffer.

In 2008, we carried out PCR-RFLP analyses 
on ten adult B. tabaci individuals imported from 
Germany collected from poinsettia sticklings 
using a FTA Card (Whatman) for DNA extrac-
tion. They were analysed as described above 
except that each individual was analysed sepa-
rately.

Results and discussion

Amplification of B. tabaci biotype specific band 
(816 bp) from the mtCO1 gene and characteris-
tic band sizes from enzymatic digestion of the 
amplified fragment (Khasdan et al. 2005) con-
firmed our hypothesis that biotype Q B. tabaci 
was present in Finland in the autumns of 2006 
and 2008 on imported poinsettias (Table 1). We 
also detected biotype Q in 12 of the 13 poinset-
tia greenhouses representing different parts of 
Sweden in 2006. Restriction analysis confirmed 
that the PCR products amplified with primers 
C1-J-2195 and L2-N-3014 (Frohlich et al. 1999) 
originated from biotype Q because the fragments 
(500 and 300 bp) after digestion were typical for 

the biotype (Khasdan et al. 2005, Grille et al. 
2011).

We also determined biotype B. tabaci from 
samples collected from yellow sticky traps 
(Table 1). It was easier for the inspectors to find 
and collect adults from sticky traps than locate 
them on plants because whitefly numbers during 
sampling were low. The glue stock in the yellow 
sticky traps did not disturb the DNA extraction 
and PCR amplification when FTA Cards were 
used.

PCR-RFLP analyses confirmed the presence 
of biotype Q B. tabaci in the whiteflies collected 
in 2006 and 2008 in both Finland and Sweden. 
Results from the UK (also a protected zone 
country) with respect to B. tabaci interceptions, 
demonstrated that in recent years there has been 
a shift from biotype B to Q. Recent interceptions 
have been exclusively biotype Q (Powell et al. 
2012). This suggests that in some places where 
production of poinsettia cuttings and sticklings 
takes place, biotype Q has replaced, or is in the 
process of replacing, biotype B.

Those places of production of plant mate-
rial in countries that have a protected zone 
status for B. tabaci must, according to the law, 
ensure that their plant material is free of this pest 
(Cuthbertson 2013). Since this is clearly not the 
case, it can be assumed that pest control in the 

Table 1. Bemisia tabaci biotypes determined on poinsettia crops in Finland in the autumn of 2006.

Sample Type of sample* DnA isolation PcR results 816 bp Restriction analysis
code   (B or Q) (Q)

01 ethanol chelex + +
02 ethanol FTA card + +
03 ethanol chelex + nt**
04 ethanol chelex + nt
05 Y trap FTA card + +
06 Y trap FTA card + +
07 Y trap FTA card + +
08 ethanol chelex + nt
09 Y trap FTA card + +
10 Y trap, eth. FTA card, chel. + +
11 Y trap FTA card + +
12 Y trap FTA card + +
13 ethanol FTA card + +

* ethanol = insects from plants stored in 80% ethanol before analysis. Y trap = insects from yellow sticky traps.
** nt = not tested.
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country of immediate origin of the plant mate-
rial has failed to some degree and that resist-
ance to insecticides is the most likely reason. 
This emphasizes the importance of preserving 
the current quarantine status of B. tabaci in 
Finland to prevent it from becoming established 
permanently here. In Finland, year-round green-
house tomato and cucumber crops represent 
ideal ecological islands for both pest species in 
terms of the day length of ≥ 16 hours (Black-
mer et al. 2002, Chang & Zhu 2007), warm 
temperatures (Bonato et al. 2007), difficulties 
for the establishment of natural enemies during 
winter (Johansen et al. 2011), and resistance of 
both species to various insecticides (Elbert & 
Nauen 2001, Roditakis et al. 2009). Nonethe-
less the increasing occurrence of resistant and 
highly resistance-prone whiteflies in imported 
plant material will complicate preservation of 
the quarantine status. It is likely moreover that 
it will become increasingly difficult to eradicate 
the pest solely through application of insec-
ticides. Therefore, additional means of man-
agement, particularly biological and mechanical 
control methods, should be incorporated into 
the eradication programme in the country for 
which the plant material is destined. The use of 
biological control could be particularly effective 
in mixed infestations of MEAM1 and Med as 
they usually differ in insecticide resistance. In 
the absence of the selection pressure by insec-
ticides, resistant individuals have been shown 
to be outselected from the mixed population 
(Crowder et al. 2010). Consequently, it is easier 
to do late-season cleanup chemical control of 
the poinsettia crop when only individuals sus-
ceptible to chemicals remain on the plants. The 
success of such an approach depends on the time 
it takes for resistant individuals in the population 
to be out-selected which, in turn, may depend on 
the resistance mechanism and associated fitness 
costs of resistance. In the UK, Cuthbertson et al. 
(2012) have developed programs of integrated 
pest management against B. tabaci and showed 
that biorational insecticides and synthetic pes-
ticides can be combined with microbiological 
control agents to successfully eradicate B. tabaci 
from poinsettia crops provided that treatments 
are started in the early stages of the crop. The 
next challenge is to apply IPM programs in bed-

ding plants in the springtime. Bemisia tabaci 
is increasingly being introduced to Finland on 
foreign plant material in the spring months. This 
creates a risk of the pest spreading from infested 
crops to outdoors and from there to other green-
houses unless timely eradication measures are 
available at the initial places of introduction.

Acknowledgements

We thank the inspectors of the Finnish Food Safety Authority 
for collecting samples, Marika Linnamäki and Senja Räsänen 
for excellent technical support, and the Swedish Plant Protec-
tion Service for providing whitefly samples from Sweden.

References

Bedford, I. D., Briddon, R. W., Brown, J. K., Rosell, R. 
C. & Markham, P. G. 1994: Geminivirus transmission 
and biological characterisation of Bemisia tabaci (Gen-
nadius) biotypes from different geographic regions. — 
Annals of Applied Biology 125: 311–325.

Blackmer, J. L., Lee, L. L. & Henneberry, T. J. 2002: Factors 
affecting egg hatch, development, and survival of Bemi-
sia argentifolii (Homoptera: Aleyrodidae) reared on an 
artificial feeding system. — Environmental Entomology 
31: 306–312.

Bonato, O., Lurette, A., Vidal, C. & Fargues, J. 2007: Model-
ling temperature-dependent bionomics of Bemisia tabaci 
(Q-biotype). — Physiological Entomology 32: 50–55.

Chang, Y. & Zhu, S. 2007: Effect of photoperiods on devel-
opment and reproduction of the Bemisia tabaci. — Jour-
nal of Anhui Agricultural Sciences 35: 11894–11890. [In 
Chinese with English abstract].

Chu, D., Guo, D., Tao, Y., Jiang, D., Li, J. & Zhang, Y. 2014: 
Evidence for rapid spatiotemporal changes in genetic 
structure of an alien whitefly during initial invasion. — 
Scientific Reports 4: 4396, doi:10.1038/srep04396.

Chu, D., Wan, F. H., Zhang, Y. J. & Brown, J. K. 2010: 
Change in the biotype composition of Bemisia tabaci 
in Shandong Province of China from 2005 to 2008. — 
Environmental Entomology 39: 1028–1036.

Chu, D., Zhang, Y. J., Brown, J. K., Cong, B., Xu, B. Y., Wu, 
Q. J. & Zhu, G.R. 2006: The introduction of the exotic 
Q biotype of Bemisia tabaci from the Mediterranean 
region into China on ornamental crops. — The Florida 
Entomologist 89: 168–174.

Crowder, D. W., Horowitz, A. R., De Barro, P. J., Liu, S. S., 
Showalter, A. M., Kontsedalov, S., Khasdan, V., Shargal, 
A., Liu, J. & Carrière, Y. 2010: Mating behaviour, life 
history and adaptation to insecticides determine spe-
cies exclusion between whiteflies. — Journal of Animal 
Ecology 79: 563–570.

Cuthbertson, A. G. S. 2013: Update on the status of Bemisia 
tabaci in the UK and the use of entomopathogenic fungi 



Ann. ZOOL. Fennici Vol. 51 • Bemisia tabaci biotype Q 505

within eradication programmes. — Insects 4: 198–205.
Cuthbertson, A. G. S., Buxton, J. H., Blackburn, L. F., 

Mathers, J. J., Robinson, K. A., Powell, M. E., Fleming, 
D. A., Bell, H. A. 2012: Eradicating Bemisia tabaci Q 
biotype on poinsettia plants in the UK. — Crop Protec-
tion 42: 42–48.

De Barro, P. J., Liu, S-S., Boykin, L. M. & Dinsdale, A. B. 
2011: Bemisia tabaci: a statement of species status. — 
Annual Review of Entomology 56: 1–19.

De la Rua, P., Simon, B., Cifuentes, D., Martinez-Mora, C. 
& Cenis, J. L. 2006: New insights into the mitochondrial 
phylogeny of the whitefly Bemisia tabaci (Hemiptera: 
Aleyrodidae) in the Mediterranean Basin. — Journal 
of Zoological Systematics and Evolutionary Research 
44: 25–33.

Dennehy, T. J., Degain, B. A., Harpold, V. S., Zaborac, M., 
Morin, S., Fabrick, J. A., Nichols, R. L., Brown, J. K., 
Byrne, F. J. & Li, X. 2010: Extraordinary resistance to 
insecticides reveals exotic Q biotype of Bemisia tabaci 
in the New World. — Journal of Economic Entomology 
103: 2174–2186.

Dinsdale, A., Cook, L., Riginos, C., Buckley, Y. M. & De 
Barro, P. 2010: Refined global analysis of Bemisia 
tabaci (Hemiptera: Sternorrhyncha: Aleyrodoidea: Aley-
rodidae) mitochondrial cytochrome oxidase 1 to identify 
species level genetic boundaries. — Annals of the Ento-
mological Society of America 103: 196–208.

Elbert, A. & Nauen, R. 2001: Resistance of Bemisia tabaci 
(Homoptera: Aleyrodidae) to insecticides in southern 
Spain with special reference to neonicotinoids. — Pesti-
cide Management Science 56: 60–64.

Fernández, E., Grávalos, C., Haro, P. J., Cifuentes, D. & 
Bielza, P. 2009: Insecticide resistance status of Bemisia 
tabaci Q-biotype in south-eastern Spain. — Pest Man-
agement Science 65: 885–891.

Frohlich, D. R., Torres-Jerez, I., Bedford, I. D., Markham, 
P. G. & Brown, J. K. 1999: A phylogeographical analy-
sis of the Bemisia tabaci species complex based on 
mitochondrial DNA markers. — Molecular Ecology 8: 
1683–1691.

Grille, G., Gauthier, N., Buenahora, J., Basso, C. & Bonato, 
O. 2011: First report of the Q biotype of Bemisia 
tabaci in Argentina and Uruguay. — Phytoparasitica 
39: 235–238.

Heikkilä, J. 2008: Etelänjauhiaisen suoja-alueen kustannus-
hyötyanalyysi. — MTT:n selvityksiä 170: 1–70.

Hsieh, C. H., Wang, C. H. & Ko, C. H. 2007: Evidence 
from molecular markers and population genetic analyses 
suggests recent invasions of the Western North Pacific 
region by biotypes B and Q of Bemisia tabaci (Genna-
dius). — Environmental Entomology 36: 952–961.

Johansen, N., Vänninen, I., Pinto, D., Nissinen, A. & Shipp, 
L. 2011: In the light of new greenhouse technologies: 
2. Direct effects of artificial lighting on arthropods and 
integrated pest management. — Annals of Applied Biol-
ogy 159: 1–27.

Jones, D. R. 2003: Plant viruses transmitted by whiteflies. 
— European Journal of Plant Pathology 109: 195–219.

Khasdan, V., Levin, I., Rosner, A., Morin, S., Kontsedalov, S., 
Maslenin, L. & Horowitz, A. R. 2005: DNA markers for 

identifying biotypes B and Q of Bemisia tabaci (Hemip-
tera: Aleyrodidae) and studying population dynamics. — 
Bulletin of Entomological Research 95: 605–613.

Kiritani, K. 2006: Predicting impacts of global warming on 
population dynamics and distribution of arthropods in 
Japan. — Population Ecology 48: 5–12.

Luo, C., Jones, C. M., Devine, G., Zhang, F., Denholm, I. 
& Gorman, K. 2010: Insecticide resistance in Bemisia 
tabaci biotype Q (Hemiptera: Aleyrodidae) from China. 
— Crop Protection 29: 429–434.

McKenzie, C. L., Hodges, G., Osborne, L. S., Byrne, F. J. & 
Shatters, R. G. Jr. 2009: Distribution of Bemisia tabaci 
(Hemiptera: Aleyrodidae) Biotypes in Florida — Inves-
tigating the Q Invasion. — Journal of Economic Ento-
mology 102: 670–676.

Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry 2008: Maa- ja metsäta-
lousministeriön asetus (nro 17/08) kasvinterveyden suo-
jelemisesta. — Suomen säädöskokoelma, viranomaisten 
määräyskokoelmat, available at http://www.finlex.fi/
data/normit/33638-08017fi.pdf.

Pan, H., Chu, D., Ge, D., Wang, S., Wu, Q., Xie, W., Jiao, 
X., Liu, B., Yang, X., Yang, N., Su, Q., Xu, B. & Zhang, 
Y. 2011: Further spread of and domination by Bemisia 
tabaci (Hemiptera: Aleyrodidae) Biotype Q on field 
crops in China. — Journal of Economic Entomology 
104: 978–985.

Perring, T. M. 2001: The Bemisia tabaci species complex. — 
Crop Protection 20: 725–737.

Powell, M. E., Cuthbertson, A. G. S., Bell, H. A., Boonham, 
N., Morris, J. & Northing, P. 2012: First record of the 
Q biotype of the sweetpotato whitefly, Bemisia tabaci, 
intercepted in the UK. — European Journal of Plant 
Pathology 133: 797–801.

Rauch, N. & Nauen, R. 2003: Identification of biochemi-
cal markers linked to neonicotinoid cross resistance in 
Bemisia tabaci (Hemiptera: Aleyrodidae). — Archives of 
Insect Biochemistry and Physiology 54: 165–176.

Roditakis, E., Grispou, M., Morou, E., Kristoffersen, J. B., 
Roditakis, N., Nauen, R., Vontas, J. & Tsagkarakou, 
A. 2009: Current status of insecticide resistance in Q 
biotype Bemisia tabaci populations from Crete. — Pest 
Management Science 65: 313–322.

Sun, D. B., Liu, Y. Q., Qin, L., Xu, J., Li, F. F. & Liu, S. S. 
2013: Competitive displacement between two invasive 
whiteflies: insecticide application and host plant effects. 
— Bulletin of Entomological Research 103: 344–353.

Ueda, S. & Brown, J. K. 2006: First report of the Q biotype 
of Bemisia tabaci in Japan by mitochondrial cytochrome 
oxidase I sequence analysis. — Phytoparasitica 34: 
405–411.

Vappula, N. A. 1962: Pest of cultivated plants in Finland. — 
Annales Agriculturae Fenniae 1, Supplementum 1 [Eng-
lish edition], Seria Animalia Nocentia 5: 1–239.

Vierbergen, G. 2002: Occurrence of glasshouse Thysanop-
tera in the open in the Netherlands. — In: Marullo, R. & 
Mound, L. (eds.), Thrips and tospoviruses, Proceedings 
of the 7th International Symposium on Thysanoptera, 
2–7 July 2001, Reggio di Calabria, Italy: 359–362. 
ANIC, Canberra.

Vänninen, I., Worner, S., Huusela-Veistola, E., Tuovinen, 



506 Lemmetty & Vänninen • Ann. ZOOL. Fennici Vol. 51

T, Nissinen, A. & Saikkonen, K. 2011: Recorded and 
potential alien invertebrate pests in Finnish agriculture 
and horticulture. — Agricultural and Food Science 20: 
96–114.

Walsh, P. S., Metzger, D. A. & Higuchi, R. 1991: Chelex 
100 as a medium for simple extraction of DNA for PCR 

based typing from forensic material. — BioTechniques 
10: 506–513.

Wang, Z., Yan, H., Yang, Y. & Wu, Y. 2010: Biotype and 
insecticide resistance status of the whitefly Bemisia 
tabaci from China. — Pest Management Science 66: 
1360–1366.

This article is also available at http://www.annzool.net/


